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says Robert Jordan in Hemingway's For Whom the Bell Tolls, and
these symbolic words are very really experienced by many who
believe themselves doomed to die. In periods of increased tension
human beings have a tendency to experience reality in a more
primitive manner, that is to say, not only objectively, but also
symbolically. The symbolic method of overcoming death often
leads to consciously undesired but very realistic pregnancies., for
girls who, because they sympathize with this unconscious desire of
man, agree to his unexpressed proposal and let themselves be impreg-
nated by the "unknown soldier.55 They are seduced not as a result
of their own sexual excitation, but through serving the lust for life
of others. This motive also plays a tremendous role in many young
brides and unmarried girls who hasten to become pregnant by their
husbands or lovers about to be drafted into the army. The desire
to continue the relation with the departing man in this form and to
secure a common future with him is certainly a factor in their
behaviour, but the danger of death that heightens the desire for a
continuation of life is a much stronger although unconscious factor.

In the atmosphere of the war emergency, man, beset by fears of
annihilation, experiences his own physical and spiritual projection
into the woman through the sexual act much more strongly than at
other times, and this feeling manifests itself in his unconscious urge
to beget a child. Introspective men later become conscious of the
urge and provide us with information about it that otherwise would
come only from creative writers or the insane.

In this connection it is interesting to recall Strindberg's descrip-
tion of his own experiences. In a fit of morbid jealousy he was
overwhelmed in a negative way by the same feeling that Heming-
way's hero and our present day soldiers experience in a positive
way. He believed that in his sexual experience with one whom he
thought faithless he had given up a part of his soul. He was in
despair because he had mixed his blood with hers and given her
his own impulses; he wanted to take himself back, to reclaim that
part of himself without which he could no longer live. Apparently,
people who are mentally sound are under certain conditions subject
to the same emotions that Strindberg experienced in insanity. In
preparing themselves psychologically for death they summon all
the gods of life to their aid. As for woman, the desire to continue
her sexual relation with her man in a child is always present in her,
not only in wartime. The ideas of death and of new life implicit
in the act of propagation are also deeply rooted in the feminine
soul. Now this inherent disposition is accompanied by her identifica-